IqbaPs the Sare Jahanse Achchha. The concluding line
of the evening bhajan meant that the wealthy had their
crores in palaces, horses etc. and the devotee had his
all in and through his God whom he knew as Murari,
Rama, Hari etc. If they''all took the lesson to heart,
they would shed all prejudices.
KASHMIR PANGS
Referring next to the situation in Kashmir Gandhiji
said that when the Maharajasaheb in his distress wished
to accede to the Union, the Governor-General could
not reject the advance. He and his Cabinet sent troops
by air to Kashmir telling the Maharaja that the accession
was provisional upon an impartial plebiscite being
taken of the Kashmiris irrespective of religion. The
Maharaja had wisely appointed Sheikh Abdulla as his
minister with all the powers accruing to the office.
And it pleased him to read in the papers that the
Sheikhsaheb had risen to the occasion and made a
hearty response to the invitation. What was the situation ?
It was stated that a rebel army composed of Afridis
and the like, ably officered, was advancing towards
Shrinagar, burning and looting villages along the route,
destroying even the electric power house, thus leaving
Shrinagar in darkness. It was difficult to believe that
this entry could take place without some kind of en-
couragement from the Pakistan Government. He had
not enough data to come to a judgment as to the merits
of the case. Nor was it necessary for his purpose. All
he knew was that it was right for the Union Government
to rush troops, even a handful, to Shrinagar. That
must save the situation to the extent of giving confidence
to the Kashmiris, especially to the Sheikhsaheb who
was affectionately called Sher-e-Kashmir, i.e. the Lion
of Kashmir. The result was in the hands of God. Men
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